MATTOLE MEANDERINGS

inspirations from The Mattole Council & Mattole Camp & Retreat Center
Autumn 2019

Welcome our new Caretaker Valerie Sanford!

i/ Valerie joins Mattole Camp as our new Caretaker accompanied by her family
Mike, and daughter Ranae! Valerie, a Humboldt County local, has a history with
the Mattole Valley as she’s spent many years visiting her Uncle Richard
(caretaker circa 2007-2015). Her family made the decision to leave behind their

@R lives in the Sacramento area to reinvent themselves as stewards to the camp
" | and we are thrilled with their courage and enthusiasm! We welcome the

Sanford family with open arms and hearts, and are confident they will serve
our camping guests with the utmost of care and professionalism!
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a prosperous 2020! . Other trips were made for the replacement of the
) ‘ spring box and water lines. Jay’s crew returned
Dear Davidhasbeen g8 .~ with equipment and loads of fill dirt to clean up
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Ma.\ttole Camp g - continues to supply ample water flow which is very
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We appreciate ALL 1 We are thankful that we could repair the damages

David doesforth_e - that occurred. We also continue to work on
camp especially his improvements to maintain the camp for many
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THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS
Who come out to the camp each year
and work on everything that we can
possibly fit in! Our days start early, with
coffee and quiet chat on the deck, then
breakfast, then WORK, lunch, MORE
WORK, maybe sneak in a river romp,
MORE WORK, appetizers, cocktails,
dinner, dessert and a rousing game of
cards all followed by well-needed
sleep... We do love it out there!!! This
year our accomplishments included:
water system upgragie, lodge roof R
repair, river steps reinstalled and
uprights reinforced, skirting around
shop & PP Palace, deck boards replaced
(lodge & Tree deck), all cabins cleaned,
new caps on lodge railing, cleaned up
mudflow/silt around the lodge, " . .
installed spark arrestor, decgbbed | would like to just say THANK YOU to
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lodge, weeded the pergola bricks, we from electronics and the worlfj and it
. . served as the perfect location. We
passed our annual inspection,

reorganized lodge kitchen, fixed brought two chefs that prepared amazing

sanitizer, a couple of toilets.. THANK CEUS O ENIEel ) Bl 18 B i)

) . us to all dine together. We also had two
YQU to: DE.WI.d’ Lee, Dan, Pam, Gene, : families that brought their RV's and they
Bixler, Christine.

: were easily accommodated. All of the
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THANK YOU EVERYONE!!!

7 |- A NEW GROUP JOINS US THIS YEAR!!!
% A TESTIMONIAL

I

L@t i SrEw It was an overall great experience and we
Let it snow look forward to having you host our
Let it snow... families there again in the future"!

And boy did it! Bryan Post, Education Director

To comply with "Wildfire Solutions" we "skirted" our structures to
prevent wind-blown embers from getting underneath!
We love our camp!

And it goes on and on, watching the river run further and further from things that we’ve done, leaving them one by one.
And we have just begun, watching the river run. Listening & learning & yearning to run, river, run.  (Loggins & Messina)



. .
o s F = "
. % - oy

THE HAPPIEST WEDDING DAY for Jake & Soren!!! Mattole Camp was just oozing with LOVE!!!

Raindrops & Dollars & Scents OH MY!! Financial news from Jennifer Callen (Treasurer/Bookkeeper)

| love the scent of Mattole Camp! It’s a mixed bag of freshly cut grass, warm breezes, wet wood, and flowing river. The air is
full with a sense of wonder and peace. | contemplate all the improvements we’ve made, and all that still needs to be done.
And | think about money.
2019 was, generally, a financially sound year with the exception of the rain-drenched setbacks. The rainfall proved to be both
a blessing and a curse. It filled the river bank-to-bank while washing out our water system and wreaking havoc on the
driveway. (I wish | had taken a picture of us mucking through the knee-deep mud while surveying the damage). It was
extensive, but nothing we couldn’t handle. Thank you to David, and Lee, and Dan, for all their help, and Jay (Mattole Valley
Nursery) for getting out there at the crack of dawn to scrape, reconnect, trench etc! It all cost a pretty plentiful penny.
We, the council, do our best to maintain the health and well-being of the camp. Twice a year we all go out and volunteer
ourselves, leaving behind families and friends who sometimes shake their heads and wonder, "why?" It’s a fair question. |
wonder myself sometimes, but when I’m sleeping on the deck, looking up at a sky full of shooting stars & planets & the river-
melody lulls me to sleep, or when we’ve worked all day and are sitting around playing cards after supper, laughing, and full of
the sense of accomplishment, or when we’re sitting out on the deck in the morning, drinking coffee and listening to the
birds, we KNOW why we spend the time we do out there, working hard, getting dirty, greasy, covered in paint, when it’s hot,
or cold, or raining (OR SNOWING!) It’s a spiritual place, a happy place, a place that allows, and forgives and nurtures.

Our focus as of late, is on the CARETAKER’S RESIDENCE. Built in the 30’s, out of whatever could be pieced together, it’s
weathered storms, earthquakes, erosion and MANY residents both 2-legged up to 8-legged including the 4’ rattler that lived
under the couch cushion. We feel it’s seen its day. Its time is up. THIS will cost us dearly and we could really use some help
with it. We welcome your thoughts and ideas and energy and support, for this is going to be a monumental project!!

Please feel free to contact us if this project is a journey you would like to take with us! You can call the camp phone and we
will get back to you or email me at info@mattolecamp.com. THANK YOU!
And we look forward to 2020 with hopes and prayers for peace to all!
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Far left shows where the spring box USED to be. It all washed down to the landing below (left), then down through the fire pit
(right) THEN on down to theriver! Note the rope rail ends at the top of the rock. THAT’S how high the river was!



MATTOLE CAMP AND RETREAT CENTER
36841 MATTOLE ROAD, PETROLIA, CA 95558

The Mattole Camp Council created this newsletter to inform the community of current events, projects and
future plans for Mattole Camp. The Mattole Meanderings is published annually and is available free of charge.
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Mattole Camp & Retreat :
Center is a non-profit |
organization owned by the
Presbytery of the

If you have any questions
# or would like information
| about the camp, or would
2 like to contribute to the

Redwoods and managed : . : == necwsletter, please feel
by the Mattole Council in . free to call:
Bayside, CA 707 629-3308
Please check out our website! or e-mail:

www.mattolecamp.com info@mattolecamp.com
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Gene Callahan (member), Jennifer Callen (Treasurer/Bookkeeper/Marketing), Lee Dedini (Vice Chair),
David Goodman (Chair), Kathy Schmidt (member), Pastor Dan Link (Member),
Carrie O’Neill (Secretary) & Caretakers, The Sanford Family



