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The following is a piece of history of the Mattole Valley. This
information is taken from the book “Heydays in Humboldt", by Ken Roscoe. It
caught my interest because of the close proximity to our camp.

Milton Dudley built a sawmill and gristmill near the mouth of Squaw
Creek in the 1880's. (Squaw Creek enters the Mattole River just downstream
from the bridge at the entrance of our camp.) This area from the bridge,
toward Petrolia for several miles, was called Union Mattole.
The mills were powered by water, delivered from a lake behind a dam
across the creek. The dam was 25 feet high and backed water up Squaw
Creek for more than a mile.

The logs were cut on the hillsides of the creek and then floated down
the lake, before being pulled out and sawed for lumber. The lumber was
used locally up and down the valley. With the bad roads at the time, hauling
lumber out of the valley would have been prohibitive.

The gristmill would sometimes mill other farmers’ oats, wheat, rye, or
other grains for a share of the flour. The gristmill was sold around 1911 and
was moved to Upper Mattole. Many families in the upper valley had all the
flour they needed during the war, as commercial flour was rationed. Even
today, there is Laurence Hindley, a native from Honeydew, who is harvesting
some grain in the Mattole valley for the local Beck’s Bakery bread. More local

Mattole history will be in the next newsletter. |
Reflections by Lee Dedini... Newly appointed Mattole Camp Higtorian iff;«’-’-?i;-i; s
W e N

The Centcring Pragcr GrouF from The
First Prcsbytcrian Church in Eureka offered two

’

Hello, from Christine and Peter, the new
in,siurin retreats again this_ycar. We are so grateFul caretakers for the Mm:wle Camp&ReTreat
to be able to come to Mattole camp. Everyone just Cen.'rer‘. We are very excited fo. 57‘_“"1’ living ‘md
loves it. There is no other Placc like Mattole camp in working at the camp. We love being in nature with
this area where we can go. It a|wa%5 feels like we’re our favorite activities being hiking, identifying
coming home when we arrive. One of our campers put plant life and backpacking, so this is the perfect
it this way: ‘I don’t know if we hold the silence or if place for us! Christine brings over 10 years of
the silence holds us.” No matter what a experience in customer service and business

roup’s

activity is,_just getting away from the cares anfstrcss
of cvcrydag life in a beautiful, com{:ortinrg, Placc can
ring new inspiration to life. We ,Particularg cnjoy our
free time when we can walk. We’re loolcing forward to
the new stcps down to our beautiful river. We give
hugc thanks to our ”busg beavers” of the Mattole
CamP Council, who are alwags Fixing, things for us. |
also like the aerobic walk up the forest steps to the
water system. | lived for seven years in Oregon with a
similar water system, coming out of a sprin on a hill.
That water system workcdgwe”, but 'm g%ad to see
that our system at Mattole Camp is much more
carcFu"H Protcctcd and the drainage basin seems to
be very safe. Our Centering Prayer Retreat dates in

analysis but also enjoys gardening and painting.
Peter has spent many years living in the
countryside mountains of Northern California,
worked nearly 20 years as a computer analyst and
also enjoys meditation, permaculture design,
natural history and playing music. We look forward
to spending time doing things we enjoy and learning
together while living on the beautiful Mattole
River. We hope to see you soon when you visit the
Mattole Camp & Retreat Center!

THE MATTOLE
COUNCIL
WELCOMES

2018 are May 18-2I and Septcmbcr 28-October 1. We
start Fridaly night and go to Monclag af:tcrnoon, but
most-pcop e go home Sunday afternoon. We are also
oing one clay retreats at the Trinidad Renewal Center
on Fcbruarg % and in July. For continuity, we have a
weekl meeting from 5-6 pm in the Meditation Room
upstalrs at The First Pres yterian Church of Eureka.
Call the church office 443-4-897 for further information.
by Cat McAdams

CHRISTINE &
PETER TO THE
FOLD




MATTOLE CAMP AND RETREAT CENTER
36841 MATTOLE ROAD, PETROLIA, CA 95558

Mattole Camp & Retreat
Centeris a non-ProFit
organization owned by the
Prcsbgtcry of the Redwoods
and managccl by the Mattole
Council in baysidc, CA

If you have qucstions or would
like any information about the
camp, OR would like to
contribute to the newsletter,

Plcasc Fcc' Frce to ca":

, 707 629-3308
Please check out our website! The ot e-mali:
www.mattolecamp.com Mattole Camp nfo@mattol

Council



